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MINISTERIAL EXPERT PANEL ON ADVANCE HEALTH DIRECTIVES 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.06 pm]: I rise to table the final report of the Ministerial Expert 
Panel on Advance Health Directives. In November 2018, I established the panel to provide advice to the government 
about advance health directives in Western Australia. The panel was chaired by Simon Millman, MLA, Member for 
Mount Lawley, and included a general practitioner, an experienced careworker, representatives from palliative care 
and dementia peak bodies, a consumer advocate, a representative of the Department of Health, the Public Advocate 
and a legal expert. I sincerely thank the chair and each of the members for their extensive work and those experts 
and stakeholders who generously gave up their time to present to the panel. 

Together with the Minister for Health, Hon Roger Cook, MLA, I look forward to considering in detail the expert panel’s 
recommendations to improve the understanding and use of advance care planning instruments in Western Australia. 
As an interim response, I advise the house that the government accepts in principle all the recommendations, except 
for the final one, recommendation 23, which relates to voluntary assisted dying legislation. The government does 
not support this proposal now or into the future. The government will never adopt recommendation 23. The reason 
can be found in the report of the other ministerial expert panel, which was chaired by Malcolm McCusker, QC, 
and established by the Minister for Health to guide the development of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019, 
which is currently before the house. As Mr McCusker’s panel reported — 

The person must have decision-making capacity in order to make a choice or request to administer or be 
administered the lethal dose of medication. 

For people who have lost decision-making capacity, it is not possible to validly confirm that they want 
to proceed with administering the lethal dose of medication. These decisions would require the 
subjective judgement of a third party, thus negating the voluntary nature of the decision and over-riding 
a fundamental safeguard. 

The Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill, which is currently before the house, has some of the most stringent safeguards of 
any model in the world. It is crucial that these safeguards remain, now and into the future. The health minister and 
I will provide further updates to Parliament on the other recommendations in due course. I repeat—the government 
does not support and will never support recommendation 23. 

[See paper 2677.] 
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